Improving policies and systems to create equitable and healthy communities is challenging, complex, and essential. We at Health Promotion Practice are thrilled to share this special issue devoted to the outcomes and lessons learned from nine years of the W.K. Kellogg Foundation Food & Fitness Partnerships. In this issue, community members and public health practitioners share their vision, strategies, and lessons learned from their policy and systems change work in diverse communities. Prioritizing equitable food systems and built environments that support active living across the lifespan is not only our responsibility as public health professionals, it is also our responsibility as members of local and global communities. Our collective capacity to address these barriers is reflected in the processes, partnerships, and policy changes highlighted in this issue. The stories and data within these pages reflect the commitment of stakeholders in communities everywhere to doing their work purposefully, inclusively, and sustainably. Each of these articles-and the issue as a whole-should challenge and inspire us to learn from and build upon the work described in the following pages.
We are deeply grateful to our Guest Editors, Guest Editorial Board, and Editorial Leadership team for their contributions to this special issue. Most of all, we are grateful to our authors and the community members who work together to create equitable and healthy communities. Their work prioritizing racial equity, youth engagement, systems approaches, and sustainability is relevant far beyond the context of the Food & Fitness community partnerships. We hope you read this issue often and share it widely. We hope the work within engages you, inspires you, and elevates your health promotion practice, research, and advocacy.
